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I Am Offering this Poem

| am offering this poem to you,
since | have nothing else to give.
Keep it like a warm coat

when winter comes to cover you,
or like a pair of thick socks

the cold cannot bite through,

| love you,

| have nothing else to give you,

so it is a pot full of yellow corn

to warm your belly in winter,

it is a scarf for your head, to wear

over your hair, to tie up around your face,

| love you,

Keep it, treasure this as you would

if you were lost, needing direction,

in the wilderness life becomes when mature;
and in the corner of your drawer,

tucked away like a cabin or hogan*

in dense trees, come knocking,

and | will answer, give you directions,

and let you warm yourself by this fire,

rest by this fire, and make you feel safe

| love you,
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It's all | have to give,

and all anyone needs to live,
and to go on living inside,

when the world outside

no longer cares if you live or die;
remember,

| love you.

*hogan: wooden hut/shelter

Jimmy Santiago Baca
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In ‘I Am Offering this Poem’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about
love?
[24 marks]
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The sun has burst the sky

The sun has burst the sky
Because | love you
And the river its banks.

The sea laps the great rocks

Because | love you

And takes no heed of the moon dragging it away
And saying coldly ‘Constancy is not for you'.

The blackbird fills the air
Because | love you

With spring and lawns and shadows falling on lawns.

The people walk in the street and laugh

| love you

And far down the river ships sound their hooters
Crazy with joy because | love you.

Jenny Joseph
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In both ‘The sun has burst the sky’ and ‘I Am Offering this Poem’ the speakers
describe their feelings about love.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to

present these feelings?
[8 marks]
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The Richest Poor Man in the Valley

On the outside

he seemed older than he was.
His face was like a weather map
full of bad weather

while inside

his heart was fat with sun.

With his two dogs

he cleared a thin silver path
across the Black Mountain.
And when winter

kicked in

they brought his sheep
down from the top

like sulky clouds.

Harry didn’t care for things

that other people prize

like money, houses, bank accounts
and lies.

He was living in a caravan

until the day he died.

But at his funeral
his friends’ tears
fell like a thousand
diamonds.

Lindsay Macrae
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In ‘The Richest Poor Man in the Valley’, how does the poet present ideas about living
a happy and contented life?
[24 marks]
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Nobody

If you can't bring yourself to build
a snowman or even to clench
a snowball or two to fling
at the pine tree trunk, at least
5 find some reason to take you out

of yourself: scrape a patch of grass clear
for the birds maybe; prod at your shrubs
so they shake off the weight, straighten up;
or just stump about leaving prints

10 of your boots, your breath steaming out.

Promise. Don't let yourself in

for this moment again: the end

of the afternoon, drawing the curtains

on the glare of the garden, a whole
15 day of snow nobody’s trodden.

Michael Laskey

In both ‘Nobody’ and ‘The Richest Poor Man in the Valley’ the poets describe ideas
about how to live your life.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the methods the poets use to

present these ideas?
[8 marks]
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On Aging

When you see me sitting quietly,
Like a sack left on the shelf,
Don't think | need your chattering.
I'm listening to myself.
5 Hold! Stop! Don't pity me!
Hold! Stop your sympathy!
Understanding if you got it,
Otherwise I'll do without it!
When my bones are stiff and aching,
10 And my feet won't climb the stair,
| will only ask one favor:
Don’t bring me no rocking chair.
When you see me walking, stumbling,
Don't study and get it wrong.
15 ‘Cause tired don’t mean lazy
And every goodbye ain’t gone.
I’'m the same person | was back then,
A little less hair, a little less chin,
A lot less lungs and much less wind.
20 But ain't I lucky | can still breathe in.
Maya Angelou

In ‘On Aging’ how does the poet present the speaker’s attitudes to growing old?

[24 marks]
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Jessie Emily Schofield

| used to wash my grandmother’s hair,

When she was old and small

And walked with a frame

Like a learning child.

She would turn off her hearing aid

And bend into the water,

Holding the edge of the sink with long fingers;
| would pour warm cupfuls over her skull

And wonder what it could be like

In her deaf head with eighty years of life.
Hers was the softest hair | ever felt,

Wedding dress silk on a widow;

But there is a photo of her

Sitting swathed in hair

That | imagine chestnut from the black and white,
Long enough to sit on.

Her wet head felt delicate as a birdskull

Worn thin by waves of age,

As she stood bent.

My mother’'s mother under my hands.

Judy Williams

In both ‘Jessie Emily Schofield’ and ‘On Aging’ the speakers describe their
attitudes to the effects of growing old.

What are the similarities and/or differences between the ways the poets present
these attitudes?

[8 marks]
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